


kvxu su vylw vKqu kvxu kvx iQiq kvxu vwru ]
kvix is ruqI mwhu kvxu ijqu hoAw Awkwru ]
Why is the word kvx spelled three different ways?

gurw iek dyih buJweI ] 
sBnw jIAw kw ieku dwqw so mY ivsir n jweI ]5
Why is the word iek spelled two different ways?

suixAY isD pIr suir nwQ ]  suixAY Driq Dvl Awkws ] 
suixAY dIp loA pwqwl ]  suixAY poih n skY kwlu ] 
nwnk Bgqw sdw ivgwsu ] suixAY dUK pwp kw nwsu ]8] 

Why do the words in red above have no ankur with the last letter?

suixAY eIsru brmw ieMdu ]  suixAY muiK swlwhx mMdu ] 
suixAY jog jugiq qin Byd ] suixAY swsq isimRiq vyd ] 
nwnk Bgqw sdw ivgwsu ]  suixAY dUK pwp kw nwsu ]9] 

suixAY squ sMqoKu igAwnu ]  suixAY ATsiT kw iesnwnu ] 
suixAY piV piV pwvih mwnu ]  suixAY lwgY shij iDAwnu ] 
nwnk Bgqw sdw ivgwsu ]  suixAY dUK pwp kw nwsu ]10] 

Why do the words in red above have an ankur with the last letter?



Rule #1a (MSN):
If a Noun is Masculine and Singular, it will need an ankur with the last letter. 

Example:
vfw swihbu vfI nweI kIqw jw kw hovY

In this example “swihbu” is a noun, and has ankar – which tells us that swihbu is 
masculine noun, and is singular (one God)

hir kw nwmu jn kI vifAweI

In this example “nwmu” is a noun, and has ankar – which tells us that nwmu is 
masculine noun, and is singular (one God‟s Name). Also, in this example “jn” is 
a noun, and does not have ankar – which tells us that jn plural (multiple 

persons). 



Rule #1a examples (MSN):

<  siq nwmu krqw purKu inrBau inrvYru Akwl mUriq AjUnI sYBM gur pRswid ]

One Universal Creator God. The Name Is Truth. Creative Being Personified. No Fear. No 
Hatred. Image Of The Undying, Beyond Birth, Self-Existent. By Guru's Grace.

nwm, purK, inrvYr are nouns, masculine and singular. They refer to Vaheguru. They have 

an ankur with the last letter.

Awid scu jugwid scu ]
True In The Primal Beginning. True Throughout The Ages.

hY BI scu nwnk hosI BI scu ]1]
True Here And Now. O Nanak, Forever And Ever True. ||1||

sc is noun, masculine and singular. The reference is to Vaheguru. It has an ankur

with the last letter.



Rule #1a examples (MSN):

gwvY ko qwxu hovY iksY qwxu ]
Some sing of His Power-who has that Power?

qwx (power) is (abstract) noun, masculine and singular. It has an ankur with the last 

letter.

qIrQu qpu dieAw dqu dwnu ]
Pilgrimages, austere discipline, compassion and charity

qIrQu, qp, dq and dwm are nouns, masculine and singular. They have ankur with the 

last letter.



Rule #1b (MPN):
If a noun is masculine and plural, it will not have an ankur with the last letter. 

Example:
suinAY dIp loA pwqwl

In this example “dIp, loA, pwqwl” are masculine and nouns, but there are no 
ankars on their last letters, which means they are plural. There are multiple dIp, 
loA, pwqwl

suinAY syK pIr pwiqswh

In this example “syK, pIr, pwiqswh” are masculine and nouns, but there are no 
ankars on their last letters, which means they are plural. There are multiple syK, 
pIr, pwiqswh



Rule #1b examples (MPN):

rwqI ruqI iQqI vwr ]
Nights, seasons, time, day of the week.

Here the noun vwr is masculine and plural. So will not have an ankur.

gwvin pMifq pVin rKIsr jugu jugu vydw nwly ]
The Pandits, the religious scholars who recite the Vedas, with the supreme sages of 

all the ages, sing.

Here the noun pMifq is masculine but plural. So there is no ankur.



Rule #1c (FSN):
If a noun is singular and feminine, it will be no ankur with the last letter.

Example:

dieAw kpwh sMqoKu sUqu jqu gMFI squ vtu ]
Make compassion the cotton, contentment the thread, modesty the knot and truth 

the twist.

Here, the noun kpwh is feminine and so there is no ankur. The other nouns 

have ankur.

Example:

kwmu k®oDu loBu mohu jIqhu AYsI Kyl hir ipAwrI ]2]
Conquer sexual desire, anger, greed and worldly attachment; only such a game as 

this is dear to the Lord. ||2||

jIA jMq siB Kylu qyrw ikAw ko AwiK vKwxey ]
All living beings and creatures are Your play; how can anyone describe You?

Here, in the first line, the noun Kyl is feminine as we get the hint from the work 
ipAwrI.  There is no ankur. In the second line, Kyl is masculine and singular. So 

it has an ankur.



Rule #1c examples (FSN):

swcy gur kI swcI sIK ] qnu mnu sIqlu swcu prIK ]
True are the Teachings of the True Guru. The body and mind are cooled and 

soothed, by the touchstone of Truth.

jl purwiein rs kml prIK ] sbid rqy mITy rs eIK ]3]
This is the true mark of wisdom: that one remains detached, like the water-lily, or 

the lotus upon the water. Attuned to the Word of the Shabad, one becomes sweet, 

like the juice of the sugar cane. ||3||

Here, the nouns sIK, prIK and eIK are feminine and so there is no ankur. The 
other nouns  (qn, mn, sIql) are masculine and have ankur.

BuiKAw BuK n auqrI jy bMnw purIAw Bwr ]
The hunger of the hungry is not appeased, even by piling up loads of worldly 

goods.

Here, the noun BuK is feminine and so there is no ankur. 



Rule #2 (Address):
When someone is being addressed, there is no ankur.

Example:

nwnk ivgsY vyprvwhu ]3]
O Nanak, He blossoms forth, Carefree and Untroubled. ||3||

nwnku nIcu khY vIcwru ]
Nanak describes the state of the lowly.

Here, nwnk is noun, singular and masculine. in the first line, nwnk is addressing 
himself. So there is no ankur. In the second line, nwnk is describing himself a lowly 

person and giving his thoughts. So there is an ankur.

Example:

siqgur mY blhwrI qor

In this example, “siqgur” is the noun and it is masculine and singular, but it is 

addressing form, so it does not get aunkar. 



Rule #2 examples (Address):

hir ky jn siqgur sqpurKw ibnau krau gur pwis ]
O humble servant of the Lord, O True Guru, O True Primal Being: I offer my 

humble prayer to You, O Guru.

hm kIry ikrm siqgur srxweI kir dieAw nwmu prgwis ]1]
I am a mere insect, a worm. O True Guru, I seek Your Sanctuary. Please be 

merciful, and bless me with the Light of the Naam, the Name of the Lord. ||1||

Here jn and siqgur are both nouns, singular and masculine. There is no ankur

because they are being addressed to. 

Why is there an ankur with the last letter of siqgur in the following line and no 

ankur with the last letter of isK?

siqguru isK kau nwm Dnu dyie ]
The True Guru gives His Sikh the wealth of the Naam.

ey mn myirAw qU sdw rhu hir nwly ]
O my mind, remain always with the Lord.

Here mn is being addressed to. So there is no ankur even though it is 

masculine and singular.



Rule #3 (Preposition):

When there is a preposition (visible or hidden) next to a noun, ankur is not
present.

Example:

pRB kw ismrnu sB qy aUcw

In this example, “pRB” is the noun and it is masculine and singular, but it gets a 
preposition (sbMDk) “kw”, so it does not get ankur. 

Example:

siqguru isK koau nwm Dnu dyie

In this example, “nwm” is the noun and it is masculine and singular, but there is 
hidden preposition, so it does not get ankur. The hidden preposition is “dw”. 
So meaning would be “nwm dw Dnu dyie” 



Rule #3 examples (Preposition):

bwlku mrY bwlk kI lIlw ]
The child dies in his childish games.

Here, both bwlk are nouns, masculine and singular. However, the second has a 

preposition (kI) next to it. So it does not have an ankur. The first one does.

sUqy kau jwgqu khY jwgq kau sUqw ]
The sleeper is said to be awake, and those who are awake are like sleepers.

Here, the second jwgq is noun and has no ankur since there is a preposition

(kau) next to it. The first jwgq is a noun, masculine, singular and has no

preposition. So it has ankur.



Rule #4 (Adjective):

An adjective will follow the same rule that as the noun it is connected to.

Example:

Amul gux Amul vwpwr ]
Priceless are His Virtues, Priceless are His Dealings.

Amul is adjective describing the quality of the nouns gux and vwpwr. It will have 
not an ankur because gux and vwpwr do not have one. gux and vwpwr are plural and 

do not have ankur.

Example:

Amulu Drmu Amulu dIbwxu ]
Priceless is the Divine Law of Dharma, Priceless is the Divine Court of Justice.

Amul is adjective describing the quality of the nouns Drm and dIbwx. It will have 
an ankur because Drm and dIbwx have one.

Example:

Bgqw kI cwl inrwlI
In this example, “cwl” is the adjective, but is feminine form, so it does not get 

aunkar.



Rule #4 examples (Adjective):

kvxu su vylw vKqu kvxu kvx iQiq kvxu vwru ]
What was that time, and what was that moment? What was that day, and what 

was that date?

kvx is adjective. kvx that describe vylw, vKq and vwr have ankur because the 
nouns have ankur. kvx that describes iQq does not have an ankur because iQq is 

feminine and it does not have an ankur.

gurw iek dyih buJweI ]
The Guru has given me this one understanding:

sBnw jIAw kw ieku dwqw so mY ivsir n jweI ]6]
there is only the One, the Giver of all souls. May I never forget Him! ||6||

iek is adjective. The first iek does not have an ankur because it qualifies buJweI
which is feminine. The second iek has an ankur because it qualifies dwqw which is 

masculine and singular.



Summary:

Rule #1a:     If a noun is masculine and singular, it will need an ankur with the last letter. 

Rule #1b:     If a noun is masculine and plural, it will not have an ankur with the last letter. 

Rule #1c:     If a noun is singular and feminine, it will be no ankur with the last letter.

Rule #2: When someone is being addressed, there is no ankur.

Rule #3: When there is a preposition (visible or hidden) next to a noun, ankur is not present.

Rule #4: An adjective will follow the same rule that as the noun it is connected to.

Masculine Feminine

Singular Ankur No ankur

Plural No ankur No ankur



Guidelines:

Ask the question using the word „myrw‟ or „myrI‟ to identify if a noun is masculine or feminine.

If still not clear, use the Punjabi dictionary to find if the noun is masculine or feminine.

Use Prof Sahib Singh‟s „Darpan‟ to understand the meaning of the shabad and identify the 
nouns and adjectives.



Exercise:

1.
gwvY ko qwxu hovY iksY qwxu ] gwvY ko dwiq jwxY nIswxu ] 

gwvY ko gux vifAweIAw cwr ] gwvY ko ividAw ivKmu vIcwru ] 
gwvY ko swij kry qnu Kyh ] gwvY ko jIA lY iPir dyh ]

a) Identify the nouns in the above lines from Japji Sahib.

b) Why do the words qwx, nIswx and vIcwr have an ankur with the last letter?

c) Why do the words Kyh and dyh not have ankur with the last letter? 

2. 
hoir kyqy gwvin sy mY iciq n Awvin nwnku ikAw vIcwry ] 

soeI soeI sdw scu swihbu swcw swcI nweI ] 
hY BI hosI jwie n jwsI rcnw ijin rcweI ] 

rMgI rMgI BwqI kir kir ijnsI mwieAw ijin aupweI ] 
kir kir vyKY kIqw Awpxw ijv iqs dI vifAweI ] 

jo iqsu BwvY soeI krsI hukmu n krxw jweI ] 
so pwiqswhu swhw pwiqswihbu nwnk rhxu rjweI ]27] 

a) Why does the first nwnk in this shabad have an ankur and the second nwnk not have one?

b) Identify two nouns other than nwnk that are masculine and are singular.



Exercise:

3. Using the Gurbani rules for ankur, correct the words highlighted in RED for the following, 

and explain the reason for correction:

1. Amul krmu Amul Prmwxu
2. kvx su vylw vKqu kvx kvxu iQiq kvx vwru
3. sBnw jIAw kw iek dwqw
4. kyqy ieMdu cMdu sUru kyqy kyqy mMflu dys
5. qyry kvnu kvnu gux kih kih gwvw

4. In the following quotes from Gurbani, explain why the words highlighted in RED have
or do not have ankur with the last letter:

guru suMdru mohnu pwie kry hir pRym bwxI mnu mwirAw ]
ieh bynµqI suix pRB myry ]
eyhu soihlw sbdu suhwvw ]

Ehu vyKY Enw ndir n AwvY bhuqw eyhu ivfwxu ]



Exercise:

5. Bonus Question:

a. In Japji Sahib, only twice does the word nwnk have ankur with the last letter. Can you 

find those two places. If so, write down the complete line and explain why there is an 
ankur.

b. Find any other line which has nwnk without the ankur and explain why there is no 

ankur.


