


Hukamnama

ÅAccording to Bhai Kahn Singh in Mahan Kosh
ÅAwgXwpqR- auĥ qq ijs iv~~cc hukmiliKAw hovy
ÅSwhIPurmwn
Åsiqgur dwAwgXwpqR

ÅHukammeans command or order and namameans statement 

ÅThe process of reading the Shabadfrom Guru GranthSahib to take Guidance. 



Hukamnama

ÅWhy do we take Hukam?

ÅGuru Nanak Dev Ji says 
Ågurvwkuinrmlu sdwcwnxuinq swcuqIrQumjnw] 1]
ÅThe Guru's Word is immaculate and pure; it radiates a steady Light. Constantly 

bathe in such a true shrine of pilgrimage. ||1||

ÅDǳǊǳΩǎ Hukan/Vaakis the true pilgrimage for a Sikh. This is the real bathing that 
cleanses the mind and gives us direction



Hukamnama

ÅWhy do we recite certain stanzas before we take Hukam
(Manglacharan)?

ÅTo set the stage and create an attentive environment to collectively 
ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ DǳǊǳΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ

ÅSometimes certain shabads/stanzas are recited based on the occasion 
such as Gurupurabassociated with different Gurus



Hukamnama
ÅSome common stanzas that are read before we take Hukam

Åsukhutl guru syvIAYAihinis shij suBwie] drsin prisAYgurUkYjnm mrx duKujwie ] 110]
So speaks TAL (name of the  poet): serve the Guru, day and night, with intuitive 

love and affection. Gazing upon the Blessed Vision of the Guru, the pains of death 
and rebirth are taken away.

ÅhovYisPiq KsMmdI nUruArshukurshuJtIAY] quDuifTy scypwiqswhmlujnm jnm dI ktIAY] 
The Praises of the Master were sung, and the Divine Light descended from the 
heavens to the earth. Gazing upon You, O True King, the filth of countless past 

lives is washed away.

Åsjxu scwpwiqswhuisir swhWdYswhu] ijsu pwisbihiTAwsohIAYsBnWdwvyswhu]222 ]
My Friend is the True Supreme King, the King over the heads of kings. Sitting by His 

side, we are exalted and beautified; He is the Support of all. |||222|||| 



Hukamnama
ÅHow to take Hukam

1. Locate the SGGS (May be in your house or the Gurdwara)

2. Slowly and carefully remove the rumalas(clothes covering the SGGS) while singing one of the 
commonly sung shabads

3. For taking the command (Hukam), the hymn (shabad) that starts on the top of the left hand Ang
(even page #) must be read from the beginning. (See example 1)

4. If the hymn begins on the previous Ang, turn over the Angand read the whole hymn from the 
beginning to the end. (See example 2)

5. If the scriptural composition that is continuing on the top of the left hand Angis a vaar(ode) 
then start from the first of the salokspreceding the pauriand read upto the end of the pauri.
(See example 3)

6. /ƻƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IȅƳƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ΨbŀƴŀƪΩ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ or 
Rahaoline.(ending of Hukamcan be different based on Baani)

7. If Ashtpadiare there then read all the Ashtpadis(See example 4, Read all 32 Ashtpadis)

8. If not, then turn the page back and find the start of the salok. 

9. Once you finish the salok, slowing and carefully start covering the SGGS with the rumalasagain 



Hukamnamaexamples

Right Ang223 Left Ang224



Hukamnamaexamples



Hukamnamain the RehatMaryada
ÅCHAPTER-VI Taking Hukam* (Command) Article VII

ÅHukam:- Reading or Reading out to others, including the congregation, of a Shabad(hymns) or a 
unit of one or more saloks(short scriptural compositions normally of two to four lines) and a 
pauri (short stanza of four or more lines) from Guru GranthSahib Ji after, or even without 
performing, Ardaasis an important Sikh ritual. It is called άHukamlainaέ (Taking the order or 
command), άVaaklainaέ (taking the word), άAwaazlainaέ (taking the voice). The hymn or unit 
ƎƻŜǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ άHukamέ όƻǊŘŜǊΣ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘύ άVaakέ όǳǘǘŜǊŜŘ ²ƻǊŘύ ƻǊ άAwaazέ όǾƻƛŎŜ).
Åa. Doing obeisance to Guru GranthSahib Ji, respectfully, taking a glimpse of the congregation, an 
ŜƳōƻŘƛƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǳǊǳΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ Υ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Satguru(Immortal destroyer of darkness, the true guru). Raising the drapery covering the Guru Granth
Sahib and merely taking a look or making others take a look at the exposed Ang(respectful word for 
page), without taking command (reading the prescribed hymn) is contrary to GurmatόDǳǊǳΩǎ ǿŀȅύΦ
Åb. In the course of the congregational sessions, only one thing should be done at a time : performing of 

kirtan, delivering of discourse, interpretative elaboration of the scriptures, or reading of the scriptures.
c. Only a Sikh, man or woman, is entitled to be in attendance of Guru GranthSahib Jiduring the 
congregational session.
Åd. Only a Sikh may read out from Guru GranthSahib Jifor others. However, even a non- Sikh may read 

from it for himself/herself.
Åe. For taking the command (Hukam), the hymn (shabad) that is continuing on the top of the left hand 

Angmust be read from the beginning. If the hymn begins on the previous Ang, turn over the Angand 
read the whole hymn from the beginning to the end. If the scriptural composition that is continuing on 
the top of the left hand Angis a vaar(ode) then start from the first of the salokspreceding the pauri
and read upto the end of the pauri. Conclude the reading at the end of the Hymn with the line in which 
ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ΨbŀƴŀƪΩ ƻŎŎǳǊǎΦ
Åf. Hukammust also be taken at the conclusion of the congregational session or after the Ardaas.



Example 1

Completion 
of Hukam

Start of Hukam



Example 2 Locate the completion of Hukam



Locate the 
start of Hukam



Example 3 Locate the completion of Hukam



Locate the start 
of Hukam


