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Definition:    
The preposition in Punjabi is actually a postposition. A preposition is a word 
placed before a noun or a pronoun to show its relation to other words in the 
sentence. Just as we use prepositions in English, similarly postpositions must 
always follow a noun, pronoun or the noun phrase.

Examples:

myz dy aupr ikqwbW hn[ 
The books are on the table.

ieh dmn dw bsqw hY[ 
This is Daman’s bag.

mYN hrpRIq qoN pYsy lY ley[ 
I took the money from Harpreet.

dmn dy kol plvI bYTI hY[ 
Pallvi is sitting near Daman.

qrKwx AwrI nwl l~kV k~tdw hY[ 
The carpenter cuts the wood with saw.
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List of prepositions:

au~qy au~pr AMdr iv~c nwl nyVy

lwgy ivckwr Q~ly ivcoN leI vwsqy

lgBg bwry pihlW A~gy ip~Cy duAwrw

rwhIN ivruD Aws pws bwd vWg bgYr

dw dI dy vl ibnW qoN

nUM ny

Compound postpositions:

dy AMdr dy swmHxy dy ip~Cy dy Q~ly qoN pihlW qoN ielwvw

Note:- Some of these prepositions may be used as adverbs in some sentences.
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Example 1: (dw)

dw has four forms dw, dy, dI dIAW The choice depends on the gender and number.

ieh hrpRIq dw dosq hY[ (masculine / singular)        dosq is masculine and singular

This is Harpreet’s friend.

dosq is masculine and plural ieh hrpRIq dy dosq hn[ (masculine / plural)
They are Harpreet’s friends.

ieh hrpRIq dI ikqwb hY[ (feminine / singular)        ikqwb is feminine and singular

This is Harpreet’s book.

ikqwbW is feminine and plural ieh hrpRIq dIAW ikqwbW hn[ (feminine / plural)
These are Harpreet’s books.

Summary:
dw – masculine and singular
dy – masculine and plural
dI – feminine and singular
dIAW – feminine and plural
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Example 2: (nUM)

nUM postposition is used to emphasize the object if the object of a sentence is animate. 

iemwrq dyKo[ or iemwrq ƒ dyKo[ 
Watch the building. or Look at the building.

If a sentence has both an indirect and a direct object, the indirect object must be 
followed by the postposition “ƒ” and the direct object will not take any postposition. 

mYN mohx ƒ iek syb id`qw[
I gave Mohan an apple. 

qusIN aus ƒ puCo[
You ask him. 

auh hrjIq ƒ pVHwauNdI hY[
She teaches Harjeet. 

auh Awpxy pùqr ƒ AiDAwpk bxweygw[
He will make his son a teacher.
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Example 3: (ny)

ny is not commonly used with mYN, qMU, AsIN and qusIN. It is optional with third person 
pronoun. In Punjabi ‘ny‟ postposition is used in the past tense with third person 

subject, 
e.g., 

aus ny ikqwb pVHI (sI) [
He read the book.

AsIN ikqwb pVHI (sI) [
We read the book.

iehnW ny ikqwb pVHI (sI) [
They read the book or he read the book.
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Example 4:

1 au~qy above, up, upon, over, on

2 au~pr above, up, upon, over, on

3 AMdr inside, within, in

4 iv~c inside, between

5 nwl along, with

6 nyVy near

7 lwgy near

8 ivckwr between

9 Q~ly under, down, below

10 ivcoN among

11 leI for

12 vwsqy for

13 lgBg about

14 bwry about

15 pihlW before

16 A~gy in front of

17 ip~Cy behind

18 duAwrw by, through

19 rwhIN through

20 ivruD against

21 Aws pws beside, around

22 bwd after

23 vWg like

24 dw, dI, dy of

25 vl to

26 ibnW without

27 bgYr without

28 qoN from

29 nUM to

30 ny by2019-2020 8Grade 4



Exercise 1:
Fill in the blanks with the 20 prepositions
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Exercise 2:

Fill in the blank with prepositions

1. AsIN pMjwb ________ rihMdy hW [ 

2. kursI ________dUr kI ipAw hY ? 

3. aus _________ kox KVw hY [ 

4. ieh ikqwb pMjwb ________ hY [ 

5. Gr _________ lwiebryrI hY [ 

6. ikqwb _________ AKbwr hY [ 

7. mY pMjwb _________ hW[ 

8. myry _________ kox hY [ 

9. myz _________ kI hY [ 

10. AiDAwpk _________ ividAwrQI KVw hY [ 
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Exercise 3:

Circle the prepositions and translate the following sentences to English

1. ieh dmn dw bYg hY [   _____________________________________________

2. mYN hrpRIq koloN rumwl ilAw [   ________________________________________

3. ikrq mnvIr qoN v~fw hY [   __________________________________________

4. ieh jsnUr dI ikqwb hY [   __________________________________________

5. AjIq ny rmn nUM gu~sw kIqw [   ________________________________________

6. AmrjIq pRDwn mMqrI kol igAw [   ______________________________________

7. gurpRIq dw Gr hrpRIq dy Gr dy swhmxy hY [   _______________________________

8. dmnpRIq koTy au~qy ciVHAw sI [   ________________________________________

9. drzI kYNcI nwl kpVy k~tdw hY [   ______________________________________

10.pwlI ny ku~qy nUM sotI nwl mwirAw [   _____________________________________
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Exercise 4:
Translate the following sentences to Punjabi and circle the prepositions in 
the Punjabi sentence.

1. Please don't sit on the ground.  _________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________

2. What is on the big table? __________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________

3. The workers live in the old house.   _____________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________    

4. She lives with her tall sister.  ___________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

5. Library is not very far from here.   ______________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________

6. Who is in front of you?  ______________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________ 

7. I am in the class.  ____________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

8. Who is sitting behind that boy? ________________________________________   
__________________________________________________________________

9. Please bring the Punjabi book from that room.  ___________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________

10. Please answer me in Punjabi. __________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

2019-2020 12Grade 4



Exercise 5:

Fill in the blank with the proper prepositions:

gurU AMgd dyv jI swfy dUjy gurU sn[ Awp jI __ jnm mqy dI srW izlHw iProzpur ivKy mwrc 31, 1504 __ hoieAw[ 

Awp jI __ ipqw jI __ nwm PyrU ml jI sI Aqy mwqw jI __ nwm dXw kOr jI sI[ jnm __ Awp jI __ nwm BweI

lihxw jI sI, auprMq gurU nwnk dyv jI __ pRsMn krky Awp jI gurU AMgd dyv jI __ nwm nwl pRis~D hoey[ 

rwj rOly qy muZl rwj __ AiqAwcwrW kwrn gurU jI __ prvwr __ Awpxw ipMf C~fxw ipAw Aqy auh KfUr swihb

Awx vsy[ ieQy Aw ky lihxw jI __ ivAwh dyvI cMd __ puqrI mwqw KIvI jI nwl hoieAw[ Awp jI __ Gr do puqrW

BweI dwsU qy BweI dwqU, Aqy do bytIAW bIbI Amro qy bIbI AxoKI __ jnm ilAw[ 

gurU jI __ mwqw ipqw vYSno dyvI __ Bgq sn, qy auh vI ausy __ BgqI krn lg pey, Aqy hr swl sMgqW nwl vYSno

dyvI __ drSn krn jWdy sn[ iek vwrI dyvI __ drSn krn jWdy hoey krqwrpur pwsoN lMGx l~gy qW lihxw jI gurU

nwnk jI __ drSn krn vwsqy aunHW __ fyry Aw gey[ BwvyN auh dyvI __ pujwrI sn, pr gurU nwnk dyv jI __ drSn

krnw cwhuMdy sn[ gurU nwnk dyv jI __ drSn krky BweI lihxw jI inhwl ho gey[ Awp hux krqwrpur hI itk gey

Aqy syvw iv~c lg gey[ Awp jI gurU nwnk dyv jI __ hr pRkwr __ pRIiKAw qy pUry auqry sn[ gurU nwnk dyv jI smJ

gey sI ik auh hux aunHW __ „AMg‟ bx cuky sn[ aunHW BweI lihxw jI __ nW „AMgd‟ rK id~qw nwly AwpxI g~dI aunHW

__ bKS idqI[ ies qrW gurU nwnk dyv jI __ ielwhI joq gurU AMgd dyv jI iv~c smw geI[ 

gurU AMgd dyv jI __ gurmuKI il~pI __ pRcln kIqw Aqy KfURr swihb vws kIqw[ gurU AMgd dyv jI mwrc 29, 1552 

__ joqI joq smw gey sn[ joqI joq smwaux __ pihlW, gurU AMgd jI __ gurU Amrdws jI __ gur g~dI bKSI[
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